
The 31st International Conference on Computational Linguistics

1st International Workshop on Nakba Narratives as Language
Resources (Nakba-NLP 2025)

Proceedings of the workshop
Edited by:

Mustafa Jarrar, Nizar Habash, Mo El-Haj, Amal Haddad
Haddad, Zeina Jallad, Camille Mansour, Diana Allan, Paul

Rayson, Tymaa Hammouda, Sanad Malaysha

January 20, 2025
https://sina.birzeit.edu/nakba-nlp/



©2025 The Association for Computational Linguistics

Order copies of this and other ACL proceedings from:

Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL)
209 N. Eighth Street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
USA
Tel: +1-570-476-8006
Fax: +1-570-476-0860
acl@aclweb.org

ISBN 979-8-89176-216-9

ii



Preface

Welcome to the 1st International Workshop on Nakba Narratives as Language Resources (Nakba-NLP
2025), co-located with the 31st International Conference on Computational Linguistics (COLING 2025).
Nakba-NLP 2025 was held virtually on January 20, 2025.

The narratives of the (ongoing) Palestinian Nakba hold immense historical, cultural, literary, and
academic value. Preserving this content and empowering it with AI tools is vital to ensure its accessibility
and usability for present and future generations. Nakba narratives and testimonies exist in diverse formats
such as manuscripts, books, audio recordings, novels, and films, making their conversion into machine-
understandable formats a significant challenge. Establishing accessible archives and well-annotated
collections is crucial for researchers and historians to validate and share meaningful information.

This workshop aims to explore how artificial intelligence, natural language processing, and corpus
linguistics can assist in understanding, disseminating, and preserving Nakba narratives and testimonies.
The goal is to create accessible, comprehensive, and well-annotated collections that empower researchers
and historians to validate and share critical insights derived from these data. The workshop targets
datasets and narratives in Arabic, English, and other languages.

This year’s workshop featured a total of 18 submissions, 14 submissions were accepted. The accepted
papers are authored by 43 scholars representing diverse perspectives from 11 different countries,
including the Egypt, France, Germany, Lebanon, Malta, Netherlands, Palestine, Spain, Turkey, USA, and
UK. This highlights the international reach and collaborative spirit of the workshop. Each submission to
the workshop was evaluated by at least two reviewers who were members of the Program Committee.

The Nakba-NLP 2025 workshop featured a keynote address and a panel discussion. Ilan Pappé, a
renowned historian and political scientist from the University of Exeter, specializing in the Nakba,
delivered the keynote address titled "The Words Laundrette: Unmasking Bias and Propaganda in the
Discourses on the Ongoing Nakba". In his address, Pappé delved into how language is used, shaped,
and contested within political and cultural narratives surrounding the Nakba—providing critical insights
directly applicable to the role of NLP in analyzing such complex discourses.

The panel discussion, "Digital Archives and Cultural Heritage in the LLM Era," brought together
leading experts, including Dawn Knight, Antonio Moreno Sandoval, Muhammad Abdul-Mageed, and
Mustafa Jarrar. Their thought-provoking dialogue explored the rapidly evolving interplay between digital
archives, cultural heritage, Large Language Models and Multimodal Large Models, highlighting the
field’s pressing challenges and transformative opportunities.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted a paper to the workshop and to all the members of the
Program Committee.

Workshop organizers

Workshop Page: https://sina.birzeit.edu/nakba-nlp
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By Ilan Pappe
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