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SinaLab for Computational Linguistics and Artificial Intelligence

Welcome to Sinalab, a research laboratory at Birzeit University. Our research interests include Arabic Natural Language Processing and Understanding, Arabic dialects,

News  Team Resources

Machine Learning, Knowledge Graphs, Ontology Engineering, Data i ing, and ity and e-governance.
We are about D lexicographic databases, datasets, annotated corpora, and NLP tools.
We named our lab after Ibn Sina (Avicenna), one of the most i i who ac the link between logic and language (1).
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Bin Rashid’s Arabic Language Shoman Arab Researchers Award |
| Award | | Technology Review Released |
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Resource Limitations

No Research Funding programs

Palestine is an authority (not a state) and has no financial resources.

Difficult for universities to maintain adequate funding for research.

Very limited access to academic journals, books, and resources, GPUs, data ...
No funding to travel conferences .....



Restrictions on Movement

e Students and researchers are often delayed by checkpoints and roadblocks.
* Leave home very early, and come back very late (very disturbing)!
* Disrupts educational schedules




rictions on Movement
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When traveling
for conferences and meetings

* travel to Jordan/Egypt and fly from there (mostly closed,).
* Extratime! extracost! Extra security checks and humiliation!

Impact not only on Palestinian scientists,
but others avoid partnering with us!



Academic Freedom
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= [imitations by Israel, on research topics, publications, and
expressing opinions.

= Academic Bias, in some academic journals and communities.
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Academic Brain Drain
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Academics are pushed to leave (especially in Gaza)
weakening the local research and
education sector.




Educide in Gaza

deliberately targeting universities and academics in Gaza

killed Destroyed:
5,479 students 195 Heritage sites

261 teachers 227 Mosques

95 university professors, 3 churches
3 university presidents 60% educational facilities (all/17 universities,
80% of schools in Gaza)

injured
7,819 students 625,000 students have no access to education

756 teachers

Source: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza



https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-scholasticide-gaza

How to help Palestinian Academia
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Priority to Gaza and Jerusalem

In many ways, such as:

Joint PhD supervision

Promote Palestinian researchers
Invite us to chair events
Scholarships and Exchanges
Research visits

Teaching visits

* Advocacy and awareness

* Combat discrimination and Bias
* Resources and Funding

* Open Access Publications

* Joint research projects

e Cash to students/universities

Supporting and cooperating with Palestinians is good
they are Passionate, Smart and hardworking ;-)
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